


Minibeasts in motion!! 



Decomposer Safari 

Creatures (which are living organisms) that break down waste are 
called decomposers. 

When you have an empty bottle, do you recycle it so the plastic or glass can be used 

again?  

 

Nature has its own recycling system: a group of organisms called decomposers. 
Decomposers feed on dead things: dead plant materials such as leaf litter and wood, 

animal carcasses, and faeces. They perform a valuable service as Earth’s clean-up 

crew. Without decomposers, dead leaves, dead insects, and dead animals would pile 

up everywhere. 
 

 Imagine what the world would look like! 



Minibeast decomposers are all different. The main thing they 
have in common is that they eat waste material. The clue is in 

where you find them – around dead matter. 

What are the types of minibeast?  
 

Minibeasts can be broadly split into six categories: insects, 
molluscs, annelids, crustaceans, myriapods and arachnids.  

 
There are decomposers in almost all of these groups. 



Harvills 101 
Your Harvills 101 task is to use your observation skills and go on a bug 

hunting safari to see which minibeasts (decomposers and non-decomposers) 
you can discover.  

Before you head out to explore, make sure you follow good fieldwork practice.  

Do not touch minibeasts with your hands as you may damage fragile wings and legs. You 
could pick them up using a soft paintbrush.  
● Search with care. Lift up stones, logs and plant pots carefully and put them back down 
gently, exactly where you found them.  
● Don’t keep minibeasts for too long and always put them back exactly where you found 
them.  
● Don’t try to catch bees and wasps as they may sting. 



You will need: 

• ● Outdoor space to search for minibeasts  

• ● Decomposer ID sheets and pencils – or make your own guide 

• ● Optional - a small pot with a lid and a paintbrush to catch and examine 
minibeasts 



When a minibeast is found, try to work out what it is. 
 
Count the legs.  
Does it have wings?  
Does it have antennae?  
Use the sheet to try and put it in a category.  
Is it a decomposer?  
 
You could record what you find by writing about the minibeasts that you found; drawing a 

picture of the minibeast; taking a photograph or simply making a tally on the ID guide. 

Now you’re all ready to go exploring.   
 

Make sure that you have an adult with you or that you have asked their permission 
before you go on your adventure.   



Harvills 101 
Decide on the best way to record your information to show which 
minibeasts you found. 
 
Bring the evidence into school to show your teacher or bring it to 6NW by 
June 30th. 
 
Don’t forget to tick off activity number 3 in your Harvills 101 booklet!! 
 
I look forward to learning about your bug hunting adventures. 
 
Mrs. Wilding  
 
 


